MVP After 8 Report

MVP after 8 events are special events on topics of general interest organized by a
coordinator in conjunction with the speakers and hosts.

Events are held four to five times a year at an MVP member’'s home from 8:15 p.m. to
about 11 p.m. Light refreshments are served giving the members an opportunity for
camaraderie and fellowship.

This year’s events were as follows:

MONDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER
IKEBANA FOR EVERYDAY LIVING at MARIA ELLIS'HOME

MVP’s first event featured the Japanese art of flower
arrangement creating harmony, rhythm and color
transforming ordinary objects into everyday works of art.

Ikebana International Manila Chapter past president and
Sogetsu School Director MARGOT PEREZ, explained and
demonstrated the art of Ikebana, while participants
enthusiastically arranged their materials. WENDY
AIKMAN, CHRISTINA NELKE and KATHY WEBB were
the lucky raffle winners of the unique arrangements.

THURSDAY, 23 OCTOBER
CONTEMPORARY FILIPINIANA WEAR at DAWN NIELSEN’'S HOME

Noted wrap artiste and fashion designer DITA SANDICO
ONG started the evening's program by showing the
transformation of the delicate Banana fiber from the
cutting, classifying and dyeing stages and the making into
unique and versatile creations. These were gracefully
modelled by our very own MVP models; CAROLYN
GIBSON, OLI JACINTO, CHRISTELLE LAULAGNET,
CELINE LEONET and guest model JULIA NIELSEN.
Lucky guests MARIA ALLGEIER and WINNIE ZARATE
were the raffle winners of lovely Banana fiber evening
pouch bags. A variety of beautiful and wearable items
were on sale for the evening.




MONDAY, 19 NOVEMBER
PHILIPPINE TRADITIONAL ART: AN OVERVIEW at JAN PICKEN'S HOME

Four time Palanca Award winning Playwright, writer, director, tribal art collector and
gallery owner FLORENCIO ‘FLOY’ QUINTOS, gave a stimulating talk, showing
representative pieces from his vast collection of Philippine traditional Pre Colonial art.

An engaging speaker, he showed the richness and cultural
diversity of Filipino culture as shown in ritual sculpture,
textile, personal adornment and everyday utilitarian
objects. Guests had a chance to closely view fine pieces
from the Cordillera peoples- the Ibaloi, Kankanai, Ifugao,
Bontoc, Kalinga, Tingguian, Isneg and Gaddang- to the
lowlands and uplands of Mindanao, home of the
Maguindanao, Tausug, Yakan and Maranao as well as the
traditional animists: the Mansaka, Mandaya, Bagobo,
Manobo, B’laan and T’boli.

Each of these groups possesses their own language, culture and belief systems as
evidenced by their exquisitely crafted objects of art, affording present day Filipinos an
opportunity to enhance our knowledge and appreciation of “these vanishing traditional
arts that are slowly becoming irretrievably transformed or lost.”

THURSDAY, 19 FEBRUARY
SAYAW: AN EVENING OF PHILIPPINE TRADITIONAL DANCE at BRIGITTE
MACDONALD’'S HOME



In celebration of National Arts’ month, MVP after 8
presented the KALILAYAN FOLKLORIC GROUP of
Quezon Province. Founded in 1997 by Rommel Serrano,
formerly of the famed Ramon Obusan Fokloric Group, the
KALILAYAN FOLKLORIC GROUP aims to showcase
various Filipino traditional cultural and ethnic practices in
song and dance as a way of promoting and preserving the
richness of Filipino culture and traditions. The repertoire
consisted of the Cordillera Suite showing Northern dances
like the IDDUDU and SALIP, the MARIA CLARA SUITE
featured the song DALAGANG PILIPINA, followed by
PUTRITOS  COURTSHIP DANCE and JOTA
MONCADENA. The MUSLIM SUITE consisted of
PINDULAS and ASIK.

The evening's highlight
was the RURAL SUITE
with the energetic
MAGLALATIK of Laguna,
an all male coconut shell
dance, BINASUAN of
PANGASINAN and the
famous TINIKLING OF
LEYTE, reflecting the
natural gaiety of the Filipino
people, with dancers
darting in and out of
clapping bamboo poles.



MVP members BRIGITTE
MACDONALD, JILL HODSON,
KATHY WEBB and guest RON
LOGAN gamely showed their skill and
agility with the bamboo poles along
with the dancers. The evening’s
program ended with a full cast
rendition of the well loved LEVI
CELERIO song, CALESA.

MVP members and guests enjoyed the delightful repertoire which gave a glimpse of

Filipino culture.

Filipino delicacies like Embotido, Puto Bifian, Palitaw, Pichi Pichi

and delicious fruits

were enjoyed by the evening'’s guests, it was a fitting end to a wonderful evening of fun

and culture.
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